
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to Diane Bromenschenkel, Nampa, 

Idaho for the photo of the apple blossoms and 

rainbow that is on this monthôs header!! 

 

Leon Oliver called to say he enjoyed Franneôs 

story about Markôs Diamond and had some 

corrections to make. Lonesome Last One was 

born on August 1, 1977. Markôs Diamond was 

born April 24, 1988. Lonesome Last Oneôs dam 

was Lonesome Ann who was born in 1965. 

 

 

ñSOME DAY MY PRINCE WILL 

COMEò*éOR MAYBE A DUKE WILL DO! 

By Franne Brandon, Petersburg, Tennessee 

 
Paigeôs Echo, grandson of World Champion 

show horse and popular sire Society Man and a 

mare named Pinkey Lu, spent most of his life 

living in a pasture. His owner loved the red 

stallion with the white socks, but he did not do 

anything with him. No showing, no trail riding, 

and no court of mares. Not that Echo did not find 

a mare or two to his taste over the years, but the 

owners of said mares always returned Echo to 

his cattle -filled pasture. After the stallionôs 

owner died, Paigeôs Echo came full circle in 

returning to the farm where his breeder had 

lived. 

 

 
Paigeôs Echo at age 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paigeôs Echo found a new purpose in life when 

he returned to the hilly pastures of western 

Franklin County. His services were now required 

in the breeding shed. Although the stallion was 

now 28 years old, he had a court of mares limited 

in size only due to his age. These mares were by 

known stallions like Red Budôs Rascal, Angelôs 

Go Boy, Markôs Cracker Jack, Sunôs Midnight 

Mark, and Chanceôs Gold Dust H. For two years 

he stood at stud, siring foals that pleased their 

breeders from the moment they hit the ground. 

So unique were the foals sired by Paigeôs Echo 

that half of the eleven colts that he sired from 

1994-1996 were retained as stallion prospects. 

Billy Taylor kept Societyôs Dan Allen, out of his 

Red Budôs Rascal mare, selling his Ĳ brother out 

of a Markôs Cracker Jack daughter, Societyôs 

Lee Allen, to neighbor Carl Parks to stand. 

Danny Taylor retained Echoôs Star Gray Wilson 

out of a Star Gray Wilson mare. Neighbor Jerry 

Gulley kept a silvery blond sabino colt, Echoôs 

Roan Delight, out of a Sunôs Midnight Mark 

daughter for his stablesô stud prospect. Dan 

Allenôs younger brother, Societyôs Duke Allen, 

was sold to a gentleman in Massachusetts very 

motivated in the preservation of rare older 

walking horse bloodlines. Echoôs Hollywood 

Knight, a black tobiano, also found a new home 

as a stallion prospect. 

 

 
Yearling Duke in the foreground, Star Gray 

on the left 
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In 2001, the black sabino colt that Danny Taylor 

had kept as his junior stallion changed locales. 

Echoôs Star Gray Wilson went to Whitehall, 

Wisconsin, on a stallion lease, but Diane 

Sczepanski of Northern Foundations Farm was 

so impressed by him that she bought him. Proud 

of what the horse represented, Diane not only 

bred him to her own herd, but advertised the 

young stallion in the Breeders Guide and took 

him to a show trainer as well. Although Dena 

Plendl had the horse less than sixty days, his 

innate talent came to the forefront as he won a 

blue in trail pleasure and two third places in the 

only three classes he would compete in his life. 

In the breeding shed, Echoôs Star Gray Wilson 

sired foals with his walking ability and people-

friendly nature. Diane was proud to put her NFF 

farm tag on all the foals he sired. 

 

Meanwhile, Societyôs Duke Allen, living near 

the seacoast on a small Massachusetts farm, was 

not meeting that many registered Tennessee 

Walking mares. Diane first learned about him 

when Leon Oliver gave her a 2000 Breeder's 

Guide book with an ad for Duke in it. Diane 

remembers that ñI saw that picture of him in the 

BG and thought he looked like an old fashioned 

Walking Horse.ò 

  

 
1998 photo of Duke, courtesy of Allanna 

Jackson, Lakeside, Arizona 
 

It took the hand of tragedy to interweave the 

lives of the two Paigeôs Echo sons, Star Gray and 

Duke Allen. During the course of his show 

training, Star Gray contracted a testicular 

infection that resulted in reproductive issues. 

Diane ós thoughts on that dark period reflect her 

discouragement. She says ñI love Star Gray and 

his foals were exceptional, in my opinion. It just 

about killed me when he got so sick, lost a 

testicle, and was not producing live sperm on the 

remaining testicle. I  somewhat lost interest in 

breeding after that happened, but I kept going 

back to that 2000 Breeder's Guide, which I still 

have, and looking at Duke's picture. I had 

checked his production in IPEDS and saw he 

only had four registered foals and thought it was 

a shame to have a son of Paige's Echo out there 

and not producing foals, especially since I 

already knew what the foals from that line were 

like.ò Distraught but ever practical, Diane took 

action. ñAfter Star Gray went sterile, I contacted 

Gary, Duke's owner, by mail for three years,ò 

she recalls. ñEither the first or second year, he 

wrote back and said Duke was not for sale; the 

other year he called and said Duke was not for 

sale and he told me all about what a wonderful 

horse he is. Last year when I wrote him again, I 

was shocked to get a letter back telling me he 

was offering Duke for sale to both me and Billy 

Taylor. Billy didn't need another stallion, one  

that is a full brother to his own horse, and I 

decided to buy him.ò 

 

 
Societyôs Duke Allen  

He has a kind eye and gentle demeanor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Societyôs Duke Allen made the long trek from 

Massachusetts to western Wisconsin in the early 

spring of 2009. Making him feel welcome in the 

coulee country were three new lady friends, 

almost as many registered walking mares as heôd 

ever encountered in the stud since he was a two 

year old .In May of 2010, the first of his Heritage 

foals arrived when Scarlet Star Wilson dropped a 

bay colt. Later, her ¾ sister, NFF Angelôs Lucky 

Star, produced a heads-up black colt. The final 

foal was an alert and active red sabino filly, 

actually linebred Red Budôs Rascal, out of 

Ostellaôs Della Rosebud.  

 
NFF Societyôs Northern Lights, aka, Sparky 

with dam, Scarlet Star Wilson in the 

background. Sparky shows off his nicely 

timed up walking gait!! 

 
NFF Societyôs Noble Traveler and dam, NFF 

Angelôs Lucky Star 

 

 

 
NFF Societyôs Mustang Sally with her dam, 

Ostellaôs Della Rosebud 

 

Diane reflects on her experiences with the 

Paigeôs Echo horses, ñI am not kidding when I 

say they are different than most horses. They 

have a quieter demeanor about them, gentle 

personalities, easily trained, very willing to work 

for you, and they genuinely like people. When 

visitors come here to see the horses, it's always 

my Star Gray daughters who are the first ones to 

walk up and greet them. I wanted Duke so I 

could have the chance to have another Echo son 

to cross on my mares and to give Duke a chance 

to produce to his full potential. My mares are a 

mixture of bloodlines and I just felt he'd have 

what it would take to cross well with them 

all.  What I liked about him is his build, he's built 

like a race horse and I thought that body type 

would cross really well on my mares and 

produce endurance type horses or field trial 

horses for people who are into those sports. I just 

had a gut feeling that he would be a nice horse to 

renew my breeding program and the feeling that 

given a chance, Duke would produce some 

awesome horses that people could enjoy for a 

long, long time.ò 

 

Now Northern Foundations Farm has foals from 

two sons of Paigeôs Echo whose dams had 

divergent breeding, Star Gray being out of a 

linebred Wilsonôs Allen mare, and Duke being 

out of a Red Budôs Rascal daughter with 

Hunterôs Allen on her distaff. Are their foals 

similar or different? Diane observes that ñWhen 

Sparky and Traveler were born they both greeted 

me with a big whinny. What I see compared to 

the foals I have raised by Star Gray are similar 

personalities in Duke's foals vs. Star Gray's. I 



absolutely love the big gaits these foals have. 

They move out gracefully with nice timing and 

big head nods. I enjoy visitorsô reactions when 

they watch the foals move and go "Look at that!" 

I like the overall appearance of these foals. They 

are balanced, put together very nicely (their front 

legs come out of the chest where placed where 

they should be, shoulders are very nice, good 

hip, just overall quality conformation, they gait 

very well and they did it from birth. Sparky, of 

course, is the oldest and he's everyone's favorite - 

Mr. Personality. He comes up and greets 

everyone. Della's Mustang Sally filly has the 

prettiest canter I've seen on a month old foal in a 

long time - very graceful, slow rocking chair 

canter.  Traveler is a handsome colt and the foal 

who most resembles Duke in build. He will 

make an outstanding endurance horse!!  I love 

the Echo horses and crossing them with the Red 

Bud and Williams King lines will produce 

excellent horses. I plan to keep back some of my 

Duke daughters and King daughters as future 

broodmares.ò 

 

When tragedy sent Dianeôs hopes into the 

dungeon of despair, she hoped for a shining 

sabino prince to come to her rescue. However, it 

seems that, for now, the rescue is being 

accomplished, not by royalty, but with a noble 

talent that only a Duke can do. 

 

* ñSome Day my Prince Will Comeò is the 

theme song from Walt Disney Picturesô Snow 

White. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Billy Taylor, Winch ester, Tennessee 

 

 

ñThese photos were taken June 29 on Joe Carter 

property, Keith Springs Mountain, near 

Winchester, TN. This is a Rock House located 

on that property. The Indians used them for 

shelter during bad weather.Leon Williams and I 

rode for approximately five hours that day.ò 

 

 
Billy & ñWilsonò hiding in the rock house 

 

 
Billy & Echoôs Midnight Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


